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Abstract

Despite the growing importance of creating site museums and the way of man-
aging them worldwide, this approach has not been highly regarded by experts
and specialists in the field of archeology and tourism in Iran and only a few exca-
vated ancient sites have been exposed to tourists in the form of site museums
from different cultural periods. However, so far, the present condition of these
site museums has not been evaluated and analyzed according to international
standards. Therefore, the present study evaluates the function of Iranian prehis-
toric site museums based on international standards by using field and documen-
tary studies in a descriptive-analytical approach. Based on the results, in most
Iranian prehistoric site museums, global approaches such as archaeo-tourism

| and general archaeology are of little importance. In this regard, incorrect pre-
 servative measures taken to strengthen the identified cultural artifacts from the
- archaeological excavations of these site museums can be pointed out. In addition,
~ cultural findings obtained from excavations are not well organized; in fact, most
- of them are exposed to visitors in a traditional way and with the least possible
- information.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Cultural heritage is one of the valuable
components in tourism planning and de-
velopment, which in addition to having
economic aspects, is of special importance
for identifying the cultural identity of a so-
ciety and introducing it to the public. Ar-
chaeological heritage, which is an im-
portant part of cultural heritage, in the
case of proper preservation and manage-
ment, allows archaeologists and other re-
searchers to interpret them for present
and future generations. Permanent
preservation, which is one of the basic
principles of heritage management, re-
quires a lot of costs. However, it is possible
to take advantage of the heritage manage-
ment approach and use the economic po-
tential of the ancient sites to implement
their preservation and restoration plans
and carry out new studies and excavations
in these sites. It should be noted that the
process of cultural resources management
is seriously related to laws and public sup-
port, and communications and the inter-
pretation given to the public are vital. In
this regard, cultural heritage management
utilizes approaches such as public arche-
ology and archaeo-tourism and provides
archaeological information to non-ar-
chaeologist audiences by using various
tools. Providing this information, for some,
can mean public visits from an archeolog-
ical site or perhaps participating in a part
of the excavation of a site. In addition, the
mentioned approach can use public sup-
port to convince government legislators
and private-sector investors to support
conservative programs for ancient sites. In
fact, the development of education, inter-
pretation, and public understanding is an
important part of the issues of cultural
heritage = management and  public

participation. Now, to achieve this, ar-
chaeologists use actions such as the crea-
tion of side museums, site museums, and
archaeological parks. Meanwhile, the site
museums are one of the main tools of the
heritage management approach with ob-
jectives such as preservation and mainte-
nance. The study, display, and interpreta-
tion of antiques in their original place,
have a special place in the management of
ancient resources and tourism develop-
ment. These types of museums can supply
the needs of the local community by im-
proving the quality of residents' lives
through the development of tourism and
the creation of economic prosperity. De-
spite the growing importance of creating a
site. museum and the way of managing
them worldwide, this approach has not at-
tracted the experts and specialists' atten-
tion in the field of archeology and tourism.
Therefore, nowadays, only a small number
of the excavated archeological sites in the
form of site museums from different cul-
tural periods have been exposed to tour-
ists, even though so far the current condi-
tion of these site museums has not been
evaluated and analyzed according to inter-
national standards.

2. Research Methodology
Therefore, the present research follows a
descriptive-analytical approach and uses
field and documentary studies to evaluate
the performance of the prehistoric site
museums in Iran based on international
standards.

3. Research Findings

According to the field and documentary
studies done in this research, four archae-
ological site museums from prehistoric
periods were identified in the sites of Sialk
in Kashan, Shahr-e-Sukhteh in Sistan,
Tepe Gholi-Darvish in Qom, and Gohar
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Tepe in Mazandaran. The excavators of the
mentioned sites, concurrent with the
completion of archaeological excavations
in these sites, while carrying out continu-
ous preservative measures, exposed the
identified artifacts to the public to in-
crease public awareness and the develop-
ment of the archaeo-tourism approach.

4. Conclusion

According to the results obtained from the
evaluation of the present condition of
these site museums, it can be stated that
in most prehistoric site museums of Iran,
global approaches of heritage manage-
ment such as archaeo-tourism and general
archeology are of little importance. In this
regard, the improper conservation
measures taken to reinforce cultural arti-
facts identified from archaeological exca-
vations of these site museums can be men-
tioned. In addition, the cultural findings
obtained from these sites have not been
well organized; most of these findings have
been exposed to the visitors in a tradi-
tional way and with the least possible in-
formation. In fact, except for the Shahr-e-
Sukhteh site museum, which has been in-
scribed in the World Heritage List, other
studied site museums are registered as na-
tional ancient places and have only the ti-
tle of site museum. Therefore, the men-
tioned site museums are the only exca-
vated archeological sites that have been
introduced as site museums by carrying
out basic preservative measures, including
cobbing on architectural remains identi-
fied from them as well as the construction
of unstable protective structures on these
sites. It is necessary to explain this point

that according to the global approach of
cultural heritage management and taking
into account the existing international
standards for the creation and manage-
ment of site museums, the best method of
preserving and displaying ancient heritage
resources is to exhibit them on the site.
This is while displaying the artifacts ob-
tained from most of these sites in Iran has
not been done where they were identified.
During the visit to these sites, manage-
ment weaknesses and lack of short-term
and long-term preservative plans for these
sites are visible. Moreover, the existing
shortcomings in the various executive
sections of the site museums indicate the
lack of supervision and periodic control of
taken actions by the relevant organiza-
tions.
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