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Accepted: Context and Purpose: In recent years, tourism has received remarkable attention at the

March 03, 2024 level of neighborhoods and local communities. However, the share of modern

Available online: neighborhoods using this capacity has not been great due to the traditionally common and

April 03, 2024 often historical attractions. The purpose of this research is to investigate the possibility of
implementing the idea of neighborhood tourism in a contemporary neighborhood, Ekbatan,
without having the massive common elements of tourism.
Design/methodology/approach: This research is qualitative and data was collected
through 19 in-depth interviews with residents, local informants, and field observations. The
thematic method was used for data analysis to reach a neighborhood tourism model.
Findings: The findings show that Ekbatan Town has the capacity to host educated tourists
with special interests in social, architectural, and urban planning, as well as those interested
in social narratives and historical stories; therefore, it can be chosen as a modern
destination for neighborhood tourism. This is subject to consideration of the role of key
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Community-based Conclusion: The research results indicate that neighborhood tourism can be implemented

. Neishborhood if the residents’ views and especially their satisfaction are considered along with the

touﬂsm’ eig neighborhood’s capacities.

tOl,lrlsm’ Contemporary Originality /value: This research has provided a model of making a modern tourist-friendly

neighborhoods, Ekbatan neighborhood, in which any successful neighborhood tourism policy and planning should

Town be done within the framework of the neighborhood-participatory tourism approach as
active hosts and with the least intervention of public and governmental institutions
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1. Introduction

What distinguishes tourism development
in the 21st century from the past is the
distinctions made in terms of motivations,
types, and purposes. These developments
have been widely reflected in the
emergence of destinations in modern
tourism, which are different from
traditionally ~well-known destinations
such as natural, historical, and coastal
places. Neighborhood tourism is one of
these destinations or a type of growing
tourism that has received the attention of
tourists and planners in recent years,
mainly in the sub-group of urban tourism.
It is said that, in addition to traditional
functions for tourists, this type of tourism
also performs new functions for cities and
their localities, such as improving the
quality level of communities, creating
social interactions, and increasing local
participation. Promoting localities as a
tourist destination/attraction is, on the
one hand, due to the growth of global
tourism and urbanization, and on the
other hand, due to qualitative changes in
tourists, such as an increase in their
education level and a change in their taste
and motivation. This tendency in big cities
and sometimes in declining cities has been
accompanied by increased local pride and
local /place belonging and has caused a
positive feeling of residents towards their
city or neighborhood as a valuable place to
visit. This approach is especially important
in contemporary neighborhoods under
100 years old. Unlike traditional and old
neighborhoods  with historical and
heritage buildings, these neighborhoods
may lack traditional elements such as
historical ~mosques, museums, or
traditional markets, which are defined as
"tourist attractions" in the minds of most
visitors and tourists. Nevertheless, it is a

new emerging inclination in modern
tourism, both from tourists and
neighborhoods. Tehran is the largest and
most visited city in Iran. However, the
traditional view has been more dominant
in emphasizing the old and historical
neighborhoods. At the same time, this
research emphasizes that tourism can be
considered a capacity in the modern
neighborhoods of Tehran where there are
no common historical elements.
Therefore, to address the issue of
neighborhood tourism in a modern
neighborhood and specifically answer the
question of whether it is possible to
develop the idea of neighborhood tourism
in a contemporary neighborhood that
does not benefit from the common
elements of tourism, such as history and
historical and heritage buildings, the
present research investigates the tourism
capabilities of a neighborhood in "Ekbatan
Town", which is among the contemporary
neighborhoods

2. Research Methodology

The current research was conducted using
a qualitative method. Data were obtained
through in-depth interviews, field
observations, and participation in a test-
tour of the Olympic Village. Informed
people in the two fields of "tourism" and
"urban", as well as a number of Ekbatan
Town residents, were the target
community of this research. The samples
were selected from high-level managers
and prominent people in the country
during different management periods
(from the beginning of the Islamic
revolution to the present period) in the
urban and tourism field. Regarding experts
and tour designers, the participants were
among the prominent and influential
figures of various intellectual factions in
different periods.
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3. Research Findings

The findings show that preconditions are
necessary to implement the idea of
neighborhood tourism in Ekbatan Town.
Considering the prominent role of the
residents and also the events and
happenings that Ekbatan Town has gone
through from the beginning of ideation to
the launching of civil and social
movements, it is necessary to consider the
role of each of the key players, i.e.,
residents (host community), urban
management (municipality and city
council), and the private sector (tour
operators). Each of their relationship with
the other should be precisely specified and
clarified. The interference of different and
sometimes conflicting views of each of
these three actors points out the necessity
of determining the boundaries of their
duties and roles. The findings show that
Ekbatan Town has the capacity to host
educated tourists with special interests in
social, architectural, and urban planning
and those interested in social narratives
and historical stories; therefore, it can be
chosen as a modern destination for the
implementation of neighborhood tourism.
However, one cannot be optimistic about
the success of implementing this idea in

Ekbatan Town by underestimating the role
of each of the key actors.

4. Conclusion

This research has presented a model of
making a modern neighborhood called
Ekbatan Town a tourist destination and
concludes that any policy and planning for
neighborhood tourism should be within
the framework of the neighborhood-
participatory tourism approach, with the
consent and cooperation of the residents
as active hosts in any type of activity
related to tourism, and with the least
intervention of public and governmental
institutions.
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