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Accepted: Context and Purpose: In order to optimally utilize the potential of geo-tourism and to achieve sustainable
October 3, 2024 rural development, providing a cognitive and scientific basis is a fundamental requirement. Therefore, the
Available online: main goal of this research is to identify the challenges and solutions for developing geo-tourism in rural
settlements, which has been conducted as a case study in three villages of Yozbashi Kandi, Quri Qaleh,
October 30, 2024 . ¢
Design/methodology/approach: In terms of methodology, this quantitative and applied study was
conducted with a combination of descriptive-analytical and correlational-exploratory methods. The
statistical population includes all residents of the selected villages, of which 314 people were ultimately
considered as a statistical sample. The main data collection tool is a researcher-made questionnaire, the
validity and reliability of which have been confirmed.
Findings: The findings of the analysis of the variance test showed that the F statistic with a value of
236.998 at the 99% confidence level is significant and there is a difference between the three villages
studied in terms of challenges to geo-tourism development. The results of the Duncan test showed that
the villages of Ali Sadr and Qori Qale have the least and the most challenges to geo-tourism development,
with a rank average of 2.123 and 3.203, respectively. The results of the exploratory factor analysis showed
R that the most important challenges to geo-tourism development, in order of importance, are: weak
heywordg: advertising and limited tourist accommodations (15.352%), weak local management and transportation
Geotourism, sustainable infrastructure (11.576%), administrative limitations and weak knowledge and financial strength (11.37%),
rural development, local weak marketing and destination diversity (10.429%), cultural-security challenges (8.294%), and weak
health infrastructure (7.507%).
Conclusion: The solutions presented by the local community for the development of geo-tourism are
largely consistent with the identified challenges, and the local community has a comprehensive
understanding of the challenges and solutions for the development of geo-tourism.
Originality /value: In our country, no study has been conducted on the challenges and solutions for
developing geo-tourism from the perspective of the local community, and the present study can be a basis
for other studies in the future.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Geo-tourism, as one of the newest
concepts in the tourism industry, is a sub-
sector of sustainable tourism and a
powerful tool for the sustainable
development of local communities, which
has received a lot of attention in recent
decades. Through geo-tourism, it is
possible to achieve goals such as the
development and progress of tourism, the
protection of the geographical heritage of
various regions, the benefit of local
communities from the economic and
social  benefits of tourism, the
improvement of the quantity and quality of
commercial tourism infrastructure
compatible with tourism destinations, etc.
In general, given the numerous benefits
that geo-tourism brings to local
communities and tourism destinations, its
popularity has experienced a growing
trend in the last few decades.

Studies show that rural settlements
have numerous and suitable capacities for
the development of various types of
tourism, including geo-tourism. In
general, geo-tourism is recognized as a
tool for the sustainable development of
areas with tourism potential, including
rural settlements. Therefore, the geo-
tourism industry can be used as a vital tool
to achieve the goals of Iran's twenty-year
vision policy. If geo-tourism attractions
are located in the vicinity of rural
settlements, the phenomenon  of
proximity can be the source of many
changes and developments in the
structure and function of rural
settlements  and  ultimately  have
significant effects on the process of rural
development. Studies show that despite
many efforts to develop various types of
tourism in rural settlements, these
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residential spaces have been largely
deprived of their benefits. This is due to
the challenges and limitations of geo-
tourism development in rural areas.
However, evidence shows that few studies
have been conducted on various aspects of
geo-tourism, especially in the field of
limitations and challenges of geo-tourism
development.

The villages of Yozbashi Kandi, Quri
Qaleh, and Alisadr, due to their proximity
to the caves of Karfto, Quri Qaleh, and
Alisadr, are among the rural settlements
located in western Iran that have a great
potential for developing geo-tourism and
benefiting from its benefits. Given the
large number of visitors to these caves, it
is expected that the local community will
be in a better situation in terms of
development indicators, especially in the
economic field, compared to other villages
further away from the caves. However,
objective evidence shows that despite the
location of the most important caves in
western Iran in the vicinity of these
villages, geo-tourism has not been very
successful in achieving its goals, especially
in the field of economic development. This
is due to the challenges and limitations
that have largely been neglected by
researchers, following the global trend
(very few studies on the challenges of geo-
tourism  development). With these
interpretations, the main issue of the
present study is to identify the challenges
and solutions for developing geo-tourism
among the local community settled in the
vicinity of the caves of Karfto, Quri Qaleh,
and Alisadr.

2. Research Methodology

In accordance with the main objectives
and questions raised, the present study is
quantitative and applied, and the approach
adopted for data analysis is a combination
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of descriptive-analytical, exploratory, and
correlational methods. In terms of time,
this study is a single-section study and was
conducted over 7 months (May to the end
of November 2024). In terms of spatial
scope, this study was conducted in three
villages: Yozbashi Kandi, Quri Qaleh, and
Alisadr. The statistical population of the
study includes all residents of the
aforementioned villages and given the
limitations of conducting a census (time
and financial constraints, reluctance of
some villagers to complete the
questionnaire, etc.) and considering the
minimum sample required for statistical
tests, 314 people (115 people in Ali Sadr
village, 80 people in Yozbashi Kandi village,
and 119 people in Quri Qaleh village) were
finally considered as statistical samples in
a completely random manner. The main
research tools for collecting information
and field data were library studies and a
researcher-made questionnaire,
respectively.  The  questionnaire is
designed in three main sections.

3. Research Findings

The findings of the analysis of the variance
test showed that the I statistic with a value
of 236.998 at the 99% confidence level is
significant and there is a difference
between the three villages studied in
terms of challenges to geo-tourism
development. The results of the Duncan
test showed that the villages of Ali Sadr
and Qori Qale have the least and the most
challenges to geo-tourism development,
with a rank average of 2.123 and 3.203,
respectively. The results of the
exploratory factor analysis showed that
the most important challenges to geo-
tourism development, in order of
importance, are: weak advertising and
limited tourist accommodations (15.352%),
weak local management and
transportation infrastructure (11.576%),

administrative limitations and weak
knowledge and financial strength (11.37%),
weak marketing and destination diversity
(10.429%), cultural-security challenges
(8.294%), and weak health infrastructure
(7.507%). The results also showed that
"developing and improving transportation
infrastructure, especially roads leading to
villages," “"developing advertising and
marketing to increase tourism attraction,”
and "building parking lots near caves" were
the most important strategies for
developing  geo-tourism from  the
perspective of the local community, with
83, 81, and 76 repetitions, respectively.

4. Conclusion

The tourism industry, especially geo-
tourism, has largely failed to achieve its
goals in rural areas of Iran. This is due to
various challenges and issues that require
more attention, especially in the potential
rural settlements. One of the most
important obstacles to the development of
geo-tourism in rural areas is the lack of
studies on the challenges and obstacles
facing the development of geo-tourism in
rural communities. The  solutions
presented by the local community for the
development of geo-tourism are largely
consistent with the identified challenges,
and the local community has a
comprehensive understanding of the
challenges and solutions for the
development of geo-tourism. In our
country, no study has been conducted on
the challenges and solutions for
developing  geo-tourism from  the
perspective of the local community, and
the present study can be a basis for other
studies in the future.
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