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Abstract

Context and Purpose: The current study presents a content analysis of papers
published in the Journal of Tourism Planning and Development by the University
of Mazandaran over the past 12 years, since the journal’s inception (2012-2024).
The findings are used to identify research trends and knowledge gaps, aiding in
the formulation of practical frameworks and policy development.
Design/Methodology/Approach: This study is fundamental in terms of purpose
and employs an inductive, qualitative approach. Data collection was conducted
via library research. The methodology includes narrative research and trend
analysis of articles using scientometric techniques. The ATLAS.ti software was
used for data analysis. Findings: The analysis of trends and the genealogy of
papers in the journal covers internal developments, including factors such as the
frequency of research methods, authors’ institutional affiliations, collaboration
networks, research topics, tourism typology, case studies, and article vocabulary.
Conclusion: The findings suggest that while there is no theoretical crisis in the
field of tourism studies, the lack of clear policymaking for Iran’s tourism industry
has left the journal's content significantly influenced by political, economic, and
biological developments. Originality/Value: Academic journals serve as
showcases for research within a discipline. They not only present new discoveries
but also track the field's development. Quarterly tourism journals play a
fundamental role in promoting and advancing the tourism industry by providing
specialized articles, reports, research, and up-to-date information.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The present study addresses the analysis
of theoretical divergences, particularly
within the forefront and showcase of
academic and scientific thought: journals.
Papers published in such journals reflect
the intellectual currents of universities
and specialized faculties within tourism
studies. If scientific articles are likened to
living organisms, they inevitably face
various challenges to their existence over
time.

A scientific journal cannot isolate itself
from the pressing issues of its associated
industry. Consequently, this study also
reflects on the degree of alignment and
synchronization between the journals
content and the contemporary challenges
of the tourism industry. Another critical
focus is the methodological approach
adopted by the papers published in recent
years and whether these methods have
effectively addressed the issues in
question.

Reviewing specialized journals plays a
vital role in understanding the field of
tourism planning and development. These
reviews help scholars comprehend the
history, trends, and contributions of such
journals in addressing current issues. One
of the prominent journals in this field is the
Journal of Tourism Planning and
Development. This study evaluates the
journal's achievements in meeting its
stated goals.

2. Research Methodology

This study reviews papers published in the
Journal of Tourism Planning and
Development of the University of
Mazandaran. The paradigm guiding this
research is interpretive. The study is
fundamental in purpose, employing an

inductive and qualitative approach. Data
collection was conducted through library
research. Articles from the journal were
reviewed to extract and analyze relevant
information. The methodology involves
narrative research and trend analysis
using scientometric techniques, covering
the journal’s inception in 2012 through the
end of its 13th volume in 2024. Data
analysis was performed using ATLAS.ti
software.

3. Research Findings
The internal factors analyzed include
research methods, authors’ institutional
affiliations, collaboration networks,
research topics, tourism typology, case
studies, and article vocabulary:

Quantitative methods consistently
outnumbered qualitative or mixed
methods, except in 2022, when mixed
methods were more prevalent. The
universities of Mazandaran, Tehran, and
Allameh Tabataba'i were the most active
contributors, with the highest levels of
collaboration among institutions. The
most frequently addressed topics were
theoretical frameworks, marketing, and
sustainable development. The most
common case studies focused on Iran,
Mazandaran, and theoretical issues. Rural
tourism, urban tourism, religious tourism,
and sustainable tourism were the most
prominent tourism typologies explored in
the journal. Keywords such as “tourism,”
“rural,” “social,” “development,” and
“analysis” were the most frequently used
terms during the journal’s 12-year history.

4. Conclusion

The findings indicate that the field of
tourism studies has not experienced a
theoretical crisis. However, the lack of a
clear policy for Iran’s tourism industry has
left the journal's content markedly
influenced by political, economic, and
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biological developments. The journal has
navigated various political periods and
adapted to changing environmental and
social conditions. Economic
developments, including recessions,
inflation, sanctions, and the impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic, are reflected in the
articles. These highlight the authors’
attention to current economic issues and
critiques of related policies and solutions.
Regarding biological transformations, the
COVID-19 pandemic and its implications
for health and tourism were prominent
topics, demonstrating sensitivity to health
and environmental issues. Furthermore,
the journal's focus on global tourism
slogans reflects an emphasis on cultural,
environmental, sustainable, and digital

development themes within the tourism
industry.
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