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June 24, 2026 Background and Objective: Tourism education in Iran is predominantly viewed as a
technical-vocational process. Critiquing this approach, this study argues that tourism education
Accepted: operates at a deeper level, producing "specific types of tourist subjects.” The aim of this
August 13, 2026 research is to analyze how the tourist subject is produced in Iran's tourism education policy,
utilizing an integrated theoretical framework of Foucault, Lacan, and Levinas.

Available online: Methodology: This qualitative research employed document analysis and directed content
September 23, 2026 analysis. The research population consisted of three key documents: the Strategic Document
for Tourism Development (2019), the Undergraduate Tourism Curriculum (2016), and
Chapter 17 of the Seventh Development Plan (2023). Purposive sampling was conducted, and
data were analyzed through three stages of coding: open, axial, and selective coding.
Findings: The existing policies reproduce three types of subjects: the Accumulative Subject,
the Spectacular Subject, and the Reflective Subject. These three subject types reflect a form of
egocentrism in tourist experience. In contrast, the Self-Openness to the Other Subject,
grounded in Levinas's philosophy, is absent from all documents and is proposed as a theoretical
alternative.

Conclusion: Iran's tourism policy system is structurally alienated from the ethics of
encounter. The research concludes that the absence of the Ethical Subject is not accidental but
structural, as all concepts and priorities are organized around the "Self" (national, economic,
Keywords: image, and identity selves). The originality of this research lies in the first systematic
Policy Making,, Education, integration of Foucault, Lacan, and Levinas in analyzing Iran's tourism education policy, and
Tourism, Subject, Discourse. | the identification of four subject types and non-economic indicators should be developed to
measure tourism success.

Originality and Value: This research is the first to systematically integrate the ideas of
Foucault, Lacan, and Levinas in analyzing Iran's tourism education policy, and it identifies
four types of subjects.
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1. Introduction

Tourism education in Iran is predominantly
viewed as a technical-vocational process aimed at
training specialized human resources and
enhancing tourist experiences. However, this
study argues that such a perspective is
insufficient, because tourism education operates
at a deeper level: it produces specific types of
"tourist subjects." Educational systems, policy
discourses, and curricula determine modes of
being, seeing, knowing, and encountering the
Other for individuals.Despite the quantitative
expansion of tourism education programs in Iran,
a fundamental question remains unanswered:
What kind of tourist subject does tourism
education policy produce, and on what discursive
logic is this production based? This question is
significant both theoretically—as previous
studies have focused on technical aspects with
little  attention  to  philosophical-critical
dimensions—and practically, as identifying the
produced subject type is crucial for rethinking
educational goals.The theoretical framework
integrates three philosophical traditions: Foucault
(power/knowledge and governmentality), Lacan
(image/desire and the gaze), and Levinas
(ethics/the Other and infinite responsibility).
Based on this framework, four subject types were
identified: the Reflective  Subject, the
Accumulative Subject, the Spectacular Subject
and the Ethical Subject or Self-Openness to the
Other

2. Research Methodology

This research is fundamental in purpose and
gualitative in approach, employing document
analysis and directed content analysis to explain
how the tourist subject is produced in tourism
education policy.The research population
includes three key policy documents: (1) the
Strategic Document for Tourism Development
(2019) as the guiding macro-level document, (2)
the Undergraduate Tourism Curriculum (2016) as
the executive-educational level, and (3) Chapter
17 of the Seventh Development Plan (2023) as
the binding macro-level document and the most
recent policy. Sampling was conducted using
purposive sampling. The unit of analysis is the
statement, defined as the smallest meaningful
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unit containing a judgment, value, or policy
recommendation. Data analysis proceeded in
three stages: open coding (extracting relevant
statements), axial coding (categorizing based on
Foucault, Lacan, and Levinas), and selective
coding (determining the subject type produced).
To enhance credibility, Lincoln and Guba's four
criteria were employed.

3. Research Findings

The findings reveal that tourism education policy
in Iran reproduces three types of subjects, while
one type is completely absent: The
Accumulative Subject: Economic logic
dominates all three documents. In the Strategic
Document, statements such as "reducing
dependence on oil revenues," "increasing the
share of tourism services in national income," and
"job creation and foreign exchange earnings"
demonstrate the production of this subject. In the
curriculum, courses such as Tourism Economics,
Marketing Management, Entrepreneurship, and
Accounting Principles explicitly target this type.
In the Seventh Development Plan, quantitative
targeting of 7.3 million tourist arrivals and
tax/customs exemptions demonstrate the absolute
dominance of economic accumulation logic. The
Spectacular Subject :In the Strategic
Document, statements such as "improving Iran's
mental image,” "national branding,” and
"producing and broadcasting films and
documentaries” point to the production of this
subject. However, in the undergraduate
curriculum, this dimension is largely neglected,
with only one course addressing it. In the Seventh
Development Plan, this subject is completely
eliminated. The Reflective Subject :In the
Strategic Document, statements such as “training
and educating research-oriented, committed, and
creative human resources" and "revising
curricula” refer to this subject. The 2016
curriculum strengthened this type by adding
courses such as History of Culture, Islamic Art
and Civilization, Anthropology, and Etiquette of
Travel in Islam. However, the Seventh
Development Plan contains no direct reference to
education and human resource development.The
Self-Openness to the Other Subject—
Completely  Absent: This  subject  type,
formulated based on Levinas's philosophy and
relying on concepts of “the Face of the Other" and
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"infinite responsibility,” is not meaningfully
present in any document. Limited references to
the "Charter of Tourism Ethics" reduce ethics to
a mere code, and "community-based
development"” views local communities as tools
for development rather than as ethical Others.
There is no compulsory course titled "Tourism
Ethics" in the curriculum, and the Seventh
Development Plan contains no reference to this
subject.

Key Finding: A comparative analysis reveals
that the Seventh Development Plan, as the most
recent and binding document, has distanced itself
from the diversity of the Strategic Document and
regressed toward pure economic accumulation.
Furthermore, all three documents share a
complete absence of the Ethical Subject.

4. Conclusion

This research has demonstrated that tourism
education policy in lIran cannot be regarded
merely as a process of transferring specialized
knowledge. Policy documents at three different
levels shape specific types of "tourist subjects"
through concepts, values, and priorities. The most
significant  finding is the fundamental
inconsistency among the three documents: the
Strategic Document includes relative diversity of
subjects; the curriculum has followed a third path
(strengthening the identity-knowledge subject);
and the Seventh Development Plan has reverted
to pure economic accumulation.  This
inconsistency indicates no effective coordination
mechanism exists among the Ministry of Science,
the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, and the Budget
and Planning Organization. Despite these
differences, there is a significant commonality
across all levels: the complete absence of the
Self-Openness to the Other Subject. From a
Levinasian perspective, this demonstrates that
Iran's tourism policy system is structurally
alienated from the ethics of encounter, with all
concepts organized around the "Self" (national,
economic, image, and identity selves). The
originality of this research lies in the first
systematic integration of Foucault, Lacan, and
Levinas in analyzing Iranian tourism policy; the
identification of four subject types; and a
comparative analysis of three documents at three
policy levels. Research limitations include the
focus on only three policy documents without

examining implementation in practice. Future
research could conduct ethnographic studies in
tourism classrooms, analyze educator and student
perspectives, and compare Iranian tourism
education policy with that of other countries
using the same framework.
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