*/;M\ ‘
& . .
. Journal of Tourism Planning and Development Volume 9. Issue 35. Winter 2021. Pages 263 to 285.

Research Paper

Villa Garden Tourism and Rural Garden Cafes on the
Outskirts of Urmia from the Perspective of the Power
Relationship between the City and the Village

Taghilou Ali Akbar™, Soltani Nasser®

! Associate Professor of Geography, Urmia University, Urmia, Iran
2 Assistant Professor of Geography, Urmia University, Urmia, Iran

d 10.22080/jtpd.2021.18408.3254
Received:
March 23, 2020 Abstract
Accepted:

Confirming the hypothesis, tourism is a factor in rural development, especially
on the outskirts of cities, which is a bit difficult and complex. In this study, it is
assumed that tourism in the garden of the villa and the cafe restaurant in the
form of discourse has protected the power relations in the city and the village
and helped redistribute urban capital. In general, this type of tourism is not a
positive function in the development of villages in the study area. In this research,
discourse analysis is a suitable methodology for studying the relationship of
tourism target villages of Imamzadeh, Band, Gog Tapeh and Burhanloo with
Urmia metropolis. The results show that the principles of sustainable
development and ideology played a role in formulating the rural tourism
discourse of the garden villa and café. The results also suggest that rural tourism
discourse has served the interests of the private sector by undermining the
Keywords: interests of the public sector. And this transition has been accomplished through
Villa garden, Garden cafe | mechanisms such as expropriation and problem-building. Of course, the
restaurant, Rural tourism | assumptions of this research can be studied in the different political, social,
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discourse, Urmia, Iran. economic and ideological structure of Iran as well.

Extended Abstract seen as a rural development strategy.
Many researchers believe that tourism has

1. Introduction created employment and income for the

As the concept of tourism evolves, new villagers and has become an important

tourism destinations and goods emerge rural development strategy in the 2lst

and emphasize rural areas and rural
tourism goods. This type of tourism,
especially on the outskirts of big cities, is

century.
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Villages on the outskirts of the city of
Urmia have long played an important role
in the production of agricultural and food
products in the region and country, and
today the landscape of these settlements
has changed drastically and has become a
resort town for seasons. In this area,
recreational-tourist constructions have
expanded dramatically in the last decade,
where agricultural and garden lands have
been divided into small lots to build
second homes, gardens, cafes,
restaurants, garden pools for personal use
as rural tourism development. However,
what has spawned tourism commodities in
the region is its relation to the urban
political and economic power network
that has expanded geographically despite
legal restrictions to change the rural
landscape.

Borrowing Foucault's (1980) knowledge
and power perspective with the discourse
analysis approach, we examine the issue of
"tourism and city-village relations" in the
target villages of the Urmia metropolitan
margin. On this basis, the results of rural
tourism studies were not inspired, and the
rural development did not happen but
rather a board of specific discourse has
provided a context for the redistribution
of wealth through the production of

special  socio-economic  knowledge.

Therefore, it is assumed that tourism
discourse served as a key in producing the
ideal knowledge for conquering rural areas
in favor of neoliberal capitalism and that
local 'discourse of resistance' had no
decisive form. To examine this claim, we
emphasize two issues in this article: 1-
What are the propositions and local
ordinances of the Villa Gardens, Second

Rural Houses and Restaurant Cafes, and 2-
What are the local implications of this
form of tourism for the city of Urmia and
its destination villages? In examining these
two issues, interviews with local experts
and rural people are first conducted to
extract statements and verdicts. The
following questions will then be answered
for the second part by interviewing
villagers and analyzing the content of
tourism development documents.
Questions include: How is tourism interest
distributed among stakeholders? 2. What
is the role of rural and out-of-town public
rights in the production and consumption
of tourism goods? And finally, based on the
underlying assumptions of the paper, what
are the mechanisms for redistributing the
interests of urban capitalism from rural
tourism to the urban periphery of Urmia?

2. Methodology:

We chose discourse analysis as an
appropriate way to clarify social, political,
paradigms, and goals. Discourse analysis in
tourism has been widely used and is
nowadays an attractive method in tourism
by researchers. In this paper, the required
information =~ was  collected  using
documentary and field method. In the
documentary method, various tourism
development plans, development plans,
constitution and laws of Iran development
plans have been examined in context.
Semi-structured interviews were
conducted with 16 villagers and 20 Garden
Villa owners to complete the
documentation and provide examples. In
addition, five experts in rural geography,
urban geography, political geography and
geography of tourism planning have been
used in two stages to formulate the key
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questions of extracting propositions and
sentences for shaping the discourse of
rural tourism on the outskirts of Urmia.
Harvesting sample to study the
distribution and area of Garden Villa and
its density, a surface sampling method was
used, based on the amount of land and
homogeneity of distribution for each
village. According to the distribution of the
gardens, the area of the surface samples
was as follows: 21 hectares in the village of
Imamzadeh, 34 hectares in Gogtape
village, 26 hectares in Borhanlu village and
33 hectares in Band village. Surface
sampling was done randomly by throwing
stones on the map of the area.

Interviews with experts form another
part of this article's information sources.
Eight experts from government agencies
in Jihad-e-Agriculture, Natural Resources
and Urban Planning were used to answer
the question of "Tourism formation
mechanisms of gardens and garden
restaurants”. The number of these experts
is determined to base on the results of the
interview and saturation of the
opinion. Since  the restaurants are
scattered in two villages; therefore, 30
samples were selected from the Band and
Imamzadeh villages to study the garden
café restaurant. The sample was selected
randomly using Morgan table.

3. Results and discussion
The results of interviews with garden

owners, garden cafes and villagers show
that the benefits of investment
opportunity, employment, income
generation, and value added -capital
production, food production, recreation,
entertainment and psychological well-
being among their stakeholders are in line

with their rights. Monitoring the results of
interviews with 30 people in the Garden
Café according to Table 5, shows that their
average occupancy in rural areas equals
2173.3 square meters with a total area of
65200.5 square meters of rural areas and
occupies water, electricity and gas and
their land and water services. In addition,
it uses the countryside landscape; it has no
public interest in the countryside but it
does provide the public interest outside
the village and the private sector.

The mechanisms of Garden Villa's
tourism discourse and the garden cafés
are in the redistribution of urban capital,
expropriation, land segregation, law and
rent, and the problematic mechanisms
that have contributed to the development
of such tourism.

The results show that the principles of
sustainable development and ideology
have played a role in shaping the rural
tourism discourse of Garden Villa and the
café. The results also indicate that rural
tourism discourse has undermined public
rights for the benefit of the private, and
this transfer has been accomplished
through mechanisms such as
expropriation and problem-solving. Of
course, the assumptions of this research
can also be studied in the different
political, social, economic and ideological
structure of Iran.

4. Conclusion
In this article, tourism as a discourse of

city-village relations has led to urban-
rural exploitation relations. In addition to
complementing the exploitative discourse
of city-village relations, it is argued that
the literature and principles of sustainable
development in the political, economic,
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social, and ideological structure of Iran are
effective in shaping the discourse of the
Baghivila and the Garden Café restaurant.
This type of tourism has not only
contributed to rural development but has
weakened its public rights by lying and
renting. Of course, the assumptions of this
research can also be studied in the
different political, social, economic and
ideological structure of Iran and its
accuracy is further revealed. It is
suggested to examine the role of ideology
in the formulation of tourism discourse in
different countries
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